
Perspective 
 
Out with the Old and in with the New:  The Superintendent comments on the 
transition to the Common Core and New CA Assessments of student achievement 
 
The state and nation have adopted a set of new standards for education in the new 
millennium that will allow American students to better compete in the global 
economy.  The new Common Core Standards are a product of the Council of Chief 
State School Officers’ working group whose goal it was to further the achievement of 
students in America by developing more rigorous standards that include complex 
thinking, communication, creativity, and the ability to apply knowledge to solve 
problems.  These skills are embedded in the math, language arts, science, and 
history core learnings and include the knowledge, skills, and requirements 
necessary to keep up with the rapid pace of our changing world. 
 
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) will change learning and teaching as we 
know it.  The Standards and new assessments will require students to initiate, 
create, challenge, innovate, communicate, critically think, pose and solve problems. 
Students will need to have basic understandings of skills and how to acquire, 
determine the accuracy of, and synthesize vast amounts of information.  The 
Common Core Standards are one way educators will support the changes and 
improvements in education over the next quarter century so students can become 
fulfilled, lifelong learners and contributing citizens.   
 
Standards are not new.  They prescribe the set facts, skills, and knowledge deemed 
important for students to know as they grow and progress through K-12 systems. 
The previous California State Standards were adopted in 1998.  These standards 
were considered one of the most rigorous in the U.S.  At that time, California 
established an accountability system to align with federal requirements.  The 
accountability system was called Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR).  The 
District has been implementing California State Standards Testing (CST’s) annually 
under the STAR accountability system for 12 years and uses it to help measure 
progress in student achievement.  Results are released annually. 
 
The current measures of academic achievement using CST’s, recently released by 
California, called the Academic Performance Indicator (API), reflect the outdated 
and now “old” standards.  The API uses a complicated formula weighted by many 
factors that changed annually as demographics in the state and district changed and 
as assessment questions were revamped or re-arranged in the STAR program.  This 
year, as federal growth targets accelerated, the entire state (including LCMSD) saw a 
drop in achievement scores.  Districts statewide have been perplexed but not 
altogether surprised given the variables of changing demographics, the changing 
API formula, and first and foremost, the shift that occurred last year toward the 
learning and teaching of the new Common Core Standards.  This resulted in less 
“teaching to the test” and more focus on the new components of the Common Core 



Standards.  Educators know very well that when standards shift, so will the ways we 
measure student progress in attaining them. 
 
When standards change, so must the assessments.  The STAR/CST assessments may 
not be administered in Spring 2014 as the state transitions its assessment processes 
to those that will more accurately measure the new CCSS.  These new assessments, 
developed by the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) were field-
tested in our 5th and 6th grades last spring.  The entire district may field-test the 
SBAC’s tests under the new Measures of Academic Performance and Progress 
(MAPP) this spring.  As when any new assessments are given, a new baseline will be 
established.  
 
The API of the District remains in the top 10% of the state.  We will continue to 
challenge our students as the new CCSS and MAPP are implemented.  As the 
impending federal requirement that every student be proficient by 2014 bears 
down upon us, it will become increasingly more difficult to meet the challenge – 
albeit a noble one.  The state and our district have fully embraced the new CCSS and 
we are less focused on the federal requirement, but the federal requirement itself 
has not changed.  Therefore, many districts like ours may be forced into “program 
improvement”.  We hope the federal government allows California a “bye” on the 
CST/STAR program this year in favor of allowing us to jump in feet-first to using the 
online, CCSS assessments (SBAC/MAPP).  Expect that the first few years of these 
new standards and new assessments may reflect lower levels of achievement than 
districts in Marin are used to attaining.  This is a common phenomenon when shifts 
in assessments occur! 
 
Long story short, the District will be developing a new way of measuring continuous 
improvement in student achievement locally and in the state.  It can’t rely on the old 
CST’s as an accurate measure of student progress.  As Governor Jerry Brown stated 
last week, “our goals for 21st century learning, and the road ahead, are clear--we 
won’t reach them by continuing to look in the rear-view mirror with outdated tests.” 
Yet we must stay accountable to the public as we implement the new Common Core 
Standards and change learning and teaching practices.  We will need to use multiple 
measures of student achievement.  In this district, that includes trimester 
benchmark common assessments in math and reading that are teacher calibrated, 
grades, writing rubric scores, and other curriculum-based assessments that 
accurately assess a student’s “grade level” proficiency.  We must become fluent and 
agile in communicating progress to the community, parents, and students on how 
we are doing and we must develop learning systems that honor students’ multiple 
intelligences and modalities of learning.  These assessments will further a 
personalized learning approach that allow students to advance and learn as fast or 
as meandering as needed to instill a love and depth of learning necessary to be 
successful citizens in our global society. 
 
So what will we do with the results of spring 2013 CST’s?  We will analyze patterns, 
curriculum, teaching strategies,  look at individual students, and carry forward 



pertinent findings that will help us as we implement the Common Core Standards 
and develop new ways of reporting student progress.  It is our goal to continue to 
offer an excellent educational program that is competitive, individualized, healthy, 
and creative.  We have the staff and talent to be the best and we aim to be!!  Join us 
as we shift the conversation from skill-based to inquiry-based learning and away 
from the stresses of singular standardized testing. 
 
As we transition over the next few years, it is essential to support our staff and to 
give them what they need to learn and implement new standards successfully; to 
allow them to become the architects of opportunities for learning for your children. 
Students are the focus of our work and, as such, our staff are the key implementors 
of the rich rigorous and relevant education we guarantee. 
 
For more information please see the links below: 
 
Assessment Overhaul 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr13/yr13rel81.asp 
 
Common Core Standards Assessments 
Smarter Balanced Parent Links  
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents-students/ 
 
Smarter Balanced Sample Test Questions 
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/sample-items-and-performance-tasks/ 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
September 25, Board of Trustees Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in the Hall Middle School 
Library 
 
September 26, Back to School Night, Neil Cummins Elementary, 6:30 p.m. 
 
September 27, Superintendent/Board Coffee Chat, Il Fornaio Restaurant, Corte 
Madera, 8:30 a.m. 
 
September 28, Neil Cummins Grounds and Facilities Tour, 12:00 p.m. (meet on the 
front steps of Neil Cummins) 
 
October 4, Neil Cummins Grounds and Facilities Tour, 10:00 a.m. (meet on the front 
steps of Neil Cummins) 
 
October 11, SPARK Golf Tournament (for details, go to www.sparkschools.org) 
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